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The Moscow-Kursk Railroad

1. One of the USSR railway lines | 15 the Moscow-Kursk 50X1
railroad line. This line which ivcorporates and imcludes a number of major Jjunctions
ean be referred to as: Moscow-Serpukhov-Skuratovskiy-Orel-Zmiolka-Kursk. The approx-
imate distance from Moscow to Kursk is 450 miles.

2, The lines leading from Moscow to Kursk emamate from the Felix Dzherzhinski railway
station. From Moscow to Tssritsyn Dachnays Eppreximately 30 miles south of l[oscog7
there are four lines of railway traffic -- two carry freight and passengers in each
direction. In my estimation, thes:z four lines were necessaxy because of the many
laborers who were hauled %o aad from Moscow., There are many small stations or stops
between the above two points at whick laborers are discharged or collected. Fron
Tsaritsyn to Kursk Ehe remaining distence from Moscog] there are only two railway
lines, one travelling in each direction.

Ties
3. The ties for the entire lime were all of wood. | | the mejority of 50X1
these ties were Sosns /pine/ with occasionsl use of Dub Joak/. Ties were made af;
special tie factories. | |the Orel Technical Railroad School 50X1
ptudied ties and their care, | 50X1
all ties on the above Lines were crecsoted and that they were made 50X1
in verious sizes. The ties on the lipes from Moscow to Kursk were essentially
about ten inches wide, ten inches thick and approximately seven feet long. F 50X1
estimate of the length is premised upon the gauge of the rails which was 152% mm. 50X1

The ties extended beyond the outer surface of each rail approximately one foot ~-
maybe 14 inches.
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Track-lazigg

k. The base or_foundation for railreads on the Moscow-Eursk line [Ehe road bed/ is
Shebyonka [e?mall rocke and pebble§7 » The ties are placed_on the Shebyonka about
one normel male step apart [ two to_two and one-half feeﬂ . The rails are then
Pplaced on the ties over Podklatke [Ei.e plates/. Most of the Podklatke had two
holes (for spikes) on the cuter side of the rail and ome hole on the inner side
of the rail., The Kastile /spikes/ which were driven into the ties to secure the
ralls and tie plates had to be driven by spike manls, These spikes were about
eight inches long. None of the ties were prebored or pre-adzed. Ties were
‘edzed a5 the plate waz laid on the tie -- not at the factory., The Nekledke
[f:.sh plates/ which Joined the rails together varied., The number of bolt holes
per fish plate ranged from one to three holes for each rail. In areas where the
gradient was banked cr on shsrp turns » the number of holes per fish plate was
either two or three Fer side of plate. SO O [0 0 o The size of plate
also varied with the type of lire. On the main lines between Moscow and Kursk
most of the fish plates were either two or three holes to each rail. On the
branch lines and railway sidings the fish plate contained ope hole per each iaii.

5+ The number of ties per kilometer varied from 1207 to 1500, The variation wes
depe;ndgp,t‘ on elevation, gradient and curves » @8 Well ez durability of road beds,

“6.  From MoScow to Kursk, the tracks were sll of one standard size -- 1524 mm.

7o The average length of #&113 utiliged: on this line was about eightgéfb,e;is,
50X1 | \ _ . _|in order to lay
50X1  rails four men with rail %ongs carried them from the side of the line and placed

20X1  them in position, | |the rails wers stamped with specisl merkings

X1 | ! S _
ggx1 reils on this line were of three designations or sizes. Type A-1 was used

50x1 ©n the main lines. Type A-2 was used on branch lines and type A-3 on railway
50X1 sidings. .

Traffic

8. The amount of daily traffic on the line from Moscow to Kursk was approximately as
follows: :

2

A, 30 freight trains each way per day. They hauled lumber, coal, machinery,. fisk
kerogene, etc. , . o

B» 12 passenger treins per day, on an average, trovelled feacz‘ll'z; VaYa.
Cs On the brench lines, about ten locals per dey travelled each direction.

Pagsenger Train Personnel

9. The number of workers utilized by the USSR to cperste a passenger train

As Op .“bﬁe engine

cnoneh

L (1) Mashinista [éhgine‘eg o N IR L S

Tile

Lo Lde) Pomosnin weshintste [Flrems] Tt

. ~t3),z.,Kachega:f [stoker/ - on those engines which were not a.u'bomé.ticg.l;y stoked.

7

B, 0:1 “the train’

(1) Glavni Condactor [chief conduetor/
This man is actually responsible for the tachnical operstion of the entire
train. As a matter of fact, the engineer takes his orders from the chief
50X1  conductor. | this chain of command is ironical for although
the engineer is subject Lo orders from the chief econductor, the engineer
receives o grester menthly salary.
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(2) Stershii Condustor [Senicr Conductor/
Be is responsitle for switching, signalling, flares and the standing train.

(3) ‘The usual run for each crew ls approximately 150 to .200 miles, However,
‘ br a passenger train which travels greater distances , such as Moscow o
Vladivostok,an additional official is_included., He is referred to as the
" Nachalnik Poyezda /chief of the train/. He is solely concerned with the
" pervice as;pects of the traln; that is, with cleaning, compartments ’ tbe
dining car, ete..

(4) In each passenger car there are from one to two men who hendle the admin-
istration in each car which includes cleaning and passenger handling under
~ direction from the chief of the trainm.

Freight Train -- Personnel

10. 'I'he jnilm‘f:‘)ef of workers employed to operate freight tré.ins .in fl;.he USSR is- as follows:

A.

B4

C.
D.

E,

Locombtives Used on the Moscow-Kursk line

Mashinista Enginée;]

Pomoshnik Eésisfant senginéer or firemay]

Kachegar [stokex/ -- 1f there is no sutomsti: stoking system.
Glavni Conducter /chief conductor/,

Vagonni Master [ﬁrain mastej Each frelght train ca.rries a tra.:l.n master who
is in charge of switcning and loading. . . :

11.

to October 19’4»1 the major heavy hauling was effected by coal burning locomotives

coal hauled from the Donbas regioﬂ From Moscow to Tearitsyn there were two
electric lines which were used for passenger service primarily. All the locomo-
tives listed below /between Moscow and Kursk/ were coal burners.

Initials Nome Type
BU - « = = £ Usilmeya =~ = =« = = = = - = - Passenger locomotive
I8 - - - - Icssev Stalin fJosef St 9.11_7 Passenger locomotive
E = --- Hoveki ~ = = = = R Preight locomotive
EM - -~ - - Eh Mothnays = = = = = = = - Fréigﬁt locomotive
"FD - = = = Pelix Dzherzhinski « « « = =« Heavy freight locomotive
'OV - = - - Ovechks, = = - = = = = = = = This freight ’li;auling locomotive

was rarely used -- it is a pre-
revolutionary type.

-‘end -

755.211 527N
755.211 k27N . B
755.224% Eem
755.224 H27N
755.223 527N
755.223 427N
755.733 527N
755.133 . k2N
- 755.31i 527N
755.6! 27N
755.61 27N
755.311 kTN
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